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 Discoaster triuncinus Browning & Bergen in Browning et al. (2017) 

 
Pl. 4, figs 1–3 

 
1984 Eu-discoaster hamatus (Martini & Bramlette) Theodoridis (pro parte), p. 174–175, pl. 37, fig. 

7; non. pl. 12, fig. 13; non. pl. 37, figs. 4–6 
 
Derivation of name: From the Latin tri, meaning three; and uncinus, meaning hook 
Diagnosis: A three-rayed species of Discoaster with long arms that sharply bend downward 

near their terminations with an accompanying small, straight spur. 
Description: Discoaster triuncinus varies in size from approximately 8–12µm (measurements 

of three specimens). This taxon is the three-rayed variant of D. hamatus. Like D. 
hamatus, the long arms of this taxon bend sharply downward near the terminations at 
which point a small straight spur forms a small asymmetric bifurcation. Also, like D. 
hamatus, this straight spur is likely to be observed only in well-preserved specimens. 

Remarks: The distinct downward bending bifurcations with accompanying spurs distinguish 
D. triuncinus from D. trifolius, which has delicate symmetric bifurcations, and from D. 
tribollii, which has a high stem and small equal bifurcations. 

Holotype: Pl. 4, figs 1–2. 
Type Locality: ODP Leg 154, Hole 926A, Ceará Rise, western equatorial Atlantic. 
Type Level: Sample 926A-24X-3, 20.5–22.5cm (9.803Ma +/-0.023), Zone NN9, Upper Miocene. 
Occurrence: There is uncertainty in the exact range because of its spotty and rare occurrences, 

but it has been observed from Zone NN8 (11.017Ma +/-0.009; 926A-25H-5, 106-108cm) 
- NN10 (9.229Ma +/-0.027; 926A-23H-4, 20–22cm) in Leg 154. In the GoM, the HO has 
been observed to be associated with the HO of C. coalitus (>10) and an increase in C. 
coalitus dated at 10.403Ma (+/-0.008; 926A-25H-1, 35-37cm) in Leg 154 (de Kaenel et al., 
2017; this volume). 
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